Expressing Preferences
We often use words like prefer, would prefer, would rather to talk or ask about preferences.
"I prefer living on my own."
"Would you prefer to see a movie or go to a club?"
"Would you rather  go shopping with me?"
Those expressions are quite different in meaning and this is why learners of English often find them challenging. So here is how we can separate them:

Difference in meaning: 
We tend to use 'prefer' to talk generally about likes, dislikes, what we want.
“He prefers reading books.”	Do you prefer tea or coffee? I prefer tea to coffee
Which do you prefer, football or volleyball?
Which do you like better, tea or coffee? I like tea better than coffee.
The expressions 'would prefer' and 'would rather', are a little more specific.
“I would prefer to see him in person.” (I’d prefer not to phone him)
Would you rather have dinner with me?   “I would rather go home now.” (I’d rather not have dinner with you)
Difference in form:
Followed by a different verb form:

“I prefer living in a city.” (followed by the gerund; the '-ing' ending)
“I would prefer to be told the truth.” (followed by the infinitive; to+ the verb)
“Would you rather stay at a hotel?” (followed by the base form of the verb; the verb without 'to')

Different prepositions to state the choice.
prefer, would prefer – go with 'to'
“I'd prefer living in a city to living in the country.”
“I would (I'd) prefer being alone to being with the wrong person”.
would rather – goes with 'than'
“I would (I'd) rather talk to him in person than call him on the phone.”


EXERCISE ONE: Now complete the sentences using the correct word:
1. Would you ___ to meet at 6 or 7?	Prefer		rather		would rather
2. Which club do you ___? Chelsea or Manchester United?	Better		rather 		prefer
3. Which do you ___ better McDonanld's or Burger King?		Rather 		like	prefer
4. Would you ___ go to the cinema or to a restaurant?	Rather		like better	prefer

EXERCISE TWO: Fill in the gap with the correct form of the verb (do, to do, doing, did):
1. Jennifer'd rather _____ (stay) home for dinner tonight.
2. I think I'd prefer _______ (play) chess today.

EXERCISE THREE: Fill in the gap with to, than, or:
1. Do you prefer coffee _____ tea?
2. I think I'd prefer _____ drive to California. 
3. Would you rather go to the club _____ go to the beach? (asking for a choice)
4. He'd rather work all day _____ go to the beach! (make a specific choice)
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EXERCISE FOUR: Choose the best answer to fill the gap in each of the following.
1 I prefer coffee	 than	 to 	from	 tea. 
2 I don't fancy the theatre again. I'd rather	 to go	  go	going	 to the cinema.  
3 Although I love relaxing on beaches, I think I prefer 	walk	walking 	in the mountains. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]4 I'd rather speak to him in person 	to discussing	than discuss 	to discuss  things over the phone. 

EXERCISE FIVE: Translate into English:
1. Elle préfère les chiens aux chats. 
2. Nous préférerions aller en Italie qu’en Espagne. (2 solutions) 
3. Je préférerais que vous ne parliez pas. 

